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Nen 
F —— SMES i} 
PROLOGUR. 

7 | 0 | 
r ee, 
fled, 


RSS 4nd the zoo fond, too credulous Fair is dead. 
H, or guiltleſs, wha can ſurely tell; 4 


To Heav'n alone we'll leave her dubious Cale, .. ; 3 13 
Aud ftrive to mon ih World, thro" ber Diſs/teos 101618, | 
Fats, or ot Fatt, — er ill the MoxAL's ally 718 215 | 
Zy which our Play To-night muſt land or Fall. 2 
* Sure none would to forbidden Pleaſures rote 4 | 
© That ever knew the Sweets of virtuous Lots. 
But bola. — Our Author dreads the Critick' $Frews $42 | | 
Conſcious tis Humour only now goes downs oO | 
That the por Bard is demi, Ned „n © | | 
2225 adjing win Long! „ 
at, in bis tafleleſs Age, good Senſe gives plage 
To Farce, m Ribalary, and crude Gh. i 
” Thar Mother-Midnight's Wiims Applauſe will gain, 
l When the moſt afily fre Ee penn A ih ain. 


Pa 


Tet flill be hopes the ſofter Sex willbear, PE: | 
Maria's Woes, and drop a tender Tear ; An 4 


That, with Compaſſion, they'll eſpodfetlie BH / bh. 
Aud give, for once, a Pax RIDE Applanſe. 
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Faak Paging, 


ACTI 


Euer CRANMORE. 


CRAN. 


Wa * OR TUNE and Nature were at Way 

7D when I was torn; 
/ The ſickle Goddeſs fled the Field with 
| ev'ry Spoll, 
t Leaving Dame Nature but che Pride 
| - 045m, * 54 5 
To ) feed on Hae Nobility and Name. 
HFlateful Exchange | O had I my happier Lot 
For Blood but ſibſticared pow'rful Gold, N 
- Pleaſure had known no Boinds: My thirſty Soul 
_ then — the 1 ſtar vd Ideas a 

AR 


Can but faintly feel. 
Now Pride muſt bend to Pleaſures for'r reign Sway, 
E task the Heart it wants to grati 


if 
„ ſhould 1 hold die gualing Girl; 


the BIT 


: N 


How fares my Soul's fyſt Joy, my beſt Maris 
Clouded in Grief! what is'r diſturbs my Love? 


Aar. A Subject that ever nes extremeſt Joy - 
a to me. My r, juſt zeturn'd frem 


| looſe, without Reſc ve, „the Whole of their ſagacious 
Sentiments. His 


he ſhould be thus prevail'd with to adopt Opinions from 
ſuch Men, in open Contradiction to his own; for in 


the moſt favourable Turn towards you. 
unn. This Hear Maria, you know, n 
has prov'd our Lots when amongſt that Herd of Fe 
lows: Ox. I am ſometimes rather apt to think it the 
Effect of Wine; ſince tis impoſſible they ſhould har- 
bour an-fegentionsl-Exil-10.6 Nan thay haze: bayr ſeen. 
Mar. It may not be their Malice hut their Vagicy, i 


In 


| — 555 * Advice int 3 M a. Man, 
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| Aſſdciates whom he ever leaves in a diſtaſteful. Senſe of 7 
Merit he at other Times juſtly applauds, has now let 


ey are not; for tis impoſſible a 


Man of Senſe ſhould think, at different Times, ſo dif- . 
tant from himſelf: And "His, indeed, almoſt as range, 


ils cool e digeſted Tldughts, they have ever | 
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The 1 FAIR Pannroces 7 
[ my 2 
Lacs of Hart, have — * to theſe Men hi 
© ments on our intended 5 6 x Fry 1— 
Their notable Adviee and oi moſt 
3 2 to it. 
5 . Bur wherefore, from what NMeti ves? ka cut 
If ſt 95 0864 g in ro adn 5 
ome Rival in their Aſſembly. 
| Mar. That, I am well affared; i Suggeſtion wi 
out the Nlendereſs Reafbtn. is, as Paid: 2 
their Vanity, in ſetting forth their — Jillicjels Sen⸗ 
N and the Pride of changing his: 
Ceran. But is the yielding up. his Purpoſe to weaker 
Rodgers, correſpondent with your Father's Re 
bs good Senſe ? 
Mar. Yes, or with any other Man's good Senſe and 
T Knowledge, The weakeſt heave ever the leaſt 
dubious of 


} Diffidence ; but Men of Senft are bee 
eee ee 


with Chit 
in 8 


their own Abilities; and more 
¶ hative tg the Diſpoſition of a fy 
Can. Therefors, ſince tis — apparens he 
has ar leaſt an Indiffererice, if not 2 retab Difapproba- 
5 = of my Pretenſions, why wilt my dear Maria ſtill 
4 torenewing the innocent Ex of choſu ſym- 
| . hetic Powders, which, when before made uſe of; you 
cannot but admit ha! an evident good Effect in the Al- 
terarion of your Fathher's Conduc and Sentiments, greats 
Iy in my Favour ? 

Mar. That an Alteration did appear in my Father's 
\ Diſpofirion, I cannot but acknowledge; but you'll par- 

don me, if I aſcribe it to ſome ſudden Flow of * | 
* B 2 and 


: OY * he F 2 R f Pa R R T C1 — E. 
and Spirits, 
Which, I muſt be allowed to think, has a little Efficac 


upon the Mind, as I preſume it would napon the Body: y 


"Tis ſuperſtitious and chimerical. _ 


Cram. Howeyer ſuperſtious you may d 2 em the For & 


| of ſuch Powders, J affirm to you upon my Honour, 1 f 


have known moſt amazing Effects produced, and ſuch 


as 1 ſhall not venture to deſcribe, not being now in a i 
_ , Diſpoſition to be laugh'd at. But ſince you pronounce * 
Jo fully upon their Simplicity and Innocence, where lies 


the Danger of the Experiment? wht N 
Aar. In the Shame of being diſcovered to be guilty | 
of ſuch egregious Folly. | 


rather than from your grand Specifick ; 


Cran. You are too ſcrupulouſly cautious; there can- 


not be the leaſt Danger of Diſcovery : Or ſhould that 


happen, all Reſentment muſt ſubſide in reflecting on the 


* 
mY 
* 


ng y 
bappy Conſequence propoſed, and the perfect Innocence 


of the Means. 
Mar. I 


hnot like it; but you have power almoſt 


to turn my ſtrongeſt Diſinclination to approving. I will 1 
if you tranſmir them to me, try their power, tho ſo op- 
poſite both to my Opinion and my Will. But have a? 


Care, I charge you, by our Love, rake Heed no Error 


be committed in the preparation; Drugs are many ol 


rhem alike in their Ap ce, hut widely different ir 

their Operations, and have been fatally miſtaken 
ſhudder at the Thought! Leave it to Time, and hig 
Return of Temper. 5 


© Cyan. Leave it to his returning Conference wich in 


implacable and bitter Enemies, who in my Abſenc@ 
Rotibrleſs, will ply their ſtrongeſt Force wholly to rod 
out every kind Impreſſion that may remain, and rend 


” 
„ 4 
* 
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"3. $1 : 4X GI 
my Return, as fruitleſs, as, I find, have been the Sen- 
timents I fondly cheriſh'd of your unalterable Conſtancy 

and Truth, which ſurely cannot ſtand upou the fitmeſt 

Baſis, when fo much Diffidence appears in my Care of 
protecting that Lite, which Duty, Inc lination, and my 
Intereſt It is to lengthen——1 am deceiv'd, ſhe never 
meant it as a reproachful Hint, againſt. the poſſibility of 
my Neglect, in preſerving the Father of her, in whom 
alone my every Happineſs is center d. — 618 

Mar. You are indeed -deceiv'd and too impatiently 
have canvaſs'd what I ſaid; wrongly repreſented hat 
was meant no more than neceffary Caution, as an Ap» 
prehenſion of wilful Negligence. I will th Morning 
give you my determin'd Reſolution - I muſt attend m 
WS whom, anon, Id have you come; I ſhall 
endeavour, with my utmoſt Skill, ro ſooth his Temper 
to more placid Thoughts, and form him to our purpoſe. 
3 3 (Exi.) 
My purpoſe muſt be form'd by Means more permanent— 
; Ard if freed your Heart ey 5 ir bends 
Inclining to that Goal; but difapproves the Steps, 
That lead, with Danger, to the wiſh'd- for End. 

In hazardous Reſolves, it fares with Women, 
As when with Sicknefs preſs d, they fain would riſe 
- 'To Health, bur dread the ſtimulating Force 

Of Corroſtves, and the embitter d Draugh. 

My tender Patient! But they muſt be giv'a 

And ſince fond Nature ſeems abhorrent thus 

To ſhrink beneath the wholeſome Recipe, 

I muſt diſguiſe it ſtłill with palliating 

Sweets but ſhou'd Reproach and Hate, ſucceed ? 

No! th' happy End obtain'd, the Means are ſoon for 

But then ſhe*l dread the Hand thatminiſter'd 


Wt ww 


* 


* 
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| Cupid's ire in tho Breafh 
Blunts all his Arrows, breaks his — th. 
| Tilt new Allegiance, from Dominion grow: 


Again the little Victor triumphs ; and again, 
be, ans imei Laws maintain. [Pa 


SceNE. Changes. 
1 85 Manta. | 


s Let me intrest on, Sir; look with a kinder 
Eye; receive him witk > MildzeG, of that Aſpe®t, 
when you--pronounc'd mo his. 
Bla. You too well know, Maria, the Power you 
| hold o'er an indulgent Father. | 
| Jer. It wexe the Depth of black Tagratizade, No 
| acknowledge you have ever prov'd beyond my Wilkes 
10 Do not now receda from leer?, in 
the ſingle Inſtance on which you know my Lite depends. 
Oh ! do not blaſt the Hopes you cheriſh di in their bloom 
and ſuffer em ro Whither in deſpairing 1 
| WS 
| Bla. Do not weep, my GirF! 1 have an 0 5 wag," 2 
in my Objections to this Matech; but what, a Father's 
Pondneſs ſor an only darling Child ſuggeſts Y ou 
on, I have ever thorght moſt highly of his * 

n 


ns 
* 
4 
- % 
mo” 8 
4 


| — 


Preſence. | 


And were the fa@l Bar of a Contract but 

remov d, I thou'd rejoice to call him San. | 
Ar. R will be ſoon remov'd—he waits but you 
Smile to take his Leave; and then fers fare 
ourney to obliterate this pretended Con- 
tract; to accompliſh which, he ſolemnly altures me, un 
remains but Time, and his immediate 


Bla.. May Heav'n, if bis Cauſe be juſt, aſſiſt him 
with Succeſs ! 


Mar. Havel your Lieave to tell him, Sir, you. with 


wo ſee him? 
Bia. You have. (Eat Maria. 


Ver z HNœoart preſages fomething of fatal Conde- 
foe — Bom this Itercoui; but whert- 
td I weakly give chat Countenance, which now 
3 Why partial Love, 
aber do my Child, diasiaiſtid — and Orr- 
took'd Events. Ver, th* Evetit —_— 
and my Daughter's Happineſs compleat. 1 turu m 
Hopes and Withes. > —_ I 


perceieve her every iS centered; and mine 
Deep heir Price wich he comes, aud with her 
L FaBmore. l ? 


Enter CRANMORE and Mara. 


yo & The FAT R PARSAICIDE. 


_ Cra. And pang, Ibope, might juſtly have been added 
Ves, Sir, I waited on ly tor the influencing Aid of your 
[| | Paternal- Bleſſing, to ſpeed my Way, with profperous © 
my Return with the eventual Good my } 
Cauſe —— 


Bla. It bas been long depending, Cranmore; and a 

[| perow Iſſue Tong aſfur*d. It ſhould ſeem, me thinks, from 

ts protracted Length, new Difficalties roſe; fome freſh 
Pretenfions Iam yet a Stranger to, 

Cra. Pretenſions, Sir, indeed, and ſuch ſo wer "RR 
ded , they have no other Plea for thetr Exiſtence, but the 
Delays and tedious Forms of Courts; and your Acquain- | 
-rance, Sir, in ſuch Procedures, will readily admit the 
Force of the Objection. | 

Bla. My Acquaintance mit the Forms in ens þ 
than thoſe in Eag/ard, is flight and inconſiderable. But 
hear, I know, if F its want the Support of full, ſubſtan- 

tial Evidence, their quick Determination is with Eaſe 
obtain d. 

Cra. With ours then, tis widely Aenne m- 
-Aufficiency of Evidence furniſhes new Pretenfions of _ 

Delay "il ler and 'more full may be provided—and 9 

0 ts maniteft, ſuch cannot be — tis urg d as 

gan eſſential Part of Equity, not to reſtrict the Time to 

| narrow Bounds, - L 

BI. I'll not diſpute the Praftice—Farewel, and 

8 may your Cauſe meet the Succeſs it merits! [ Exit. 3 

{ 1. "Crag; Cold! and chilling ! did'ſt thou, Maria, hear 

| 


"thoſe freezing dubious, Words? 3 

fur. I cannot think 'em, either one or other=—Wou 4 1 
| you, my Father ſhou'd have wiſh'd a Cauſe Succeſs in 
| which he ſtands ſo deep concern d, that had not Merit for 
ies Baſs? | 


0 


7 QT 
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Cra. Ol Thoſe Words imply Deſpnodency and Doubt 
were utter 'd with ſuch faint, unfeeling Breath, I eatmot 
think em warmly meant. NE ES: 

Mar. Indeed your Fears are fruitleſs; I know em 
meant with all Siucerity and Truth their Import can ad - 
mit. Before your Entrance here, he ſpoke in higheſt Eftums 
ation of your Merit, and Iam well attur'd you ſtand ĩa his 
Allections ſecond ro myſelf, | 

Cra. I fain wou'd flacter chat endearing Hope! Sooth 
this fatal Abſence from my lov'd 47zriz wich plealmg 
Pr oſpects of returning Joy in his concinu'd Conſtangp 
of Mind; fince cu pronounce it ſuch I mult, I cannot 


but believe it fo and yet 


Mar. Baniſh your Doubt, and let the little Space, 
while yet Ihave you, be fil d alone with Love; let every 
fofrer Thought ſappl.mt rheſe anxious Fears that hagg 
upon your Heart, ond thus diſturb your Peace. 

Cra. It is in the to render Peace, where ſharpeſt Grief, 
and rude, tumultuous Anarchy maintain their Weeping 
wild Dominion, of melting with that perſuaſi.e Voice, che 
ſtern Commands of Tyranny and ſavage Fierceneſs, 

Mar. It Flattery's fair Deluſion dwells not on your 
Tongue; if Ihave power but half fo prevalent; and boun- 
teous Nature kindly has beſtowed the ſmalleſt Porcioa 
of thy laviſh Praiſe ; we ſhall. not need to fly to Su- 
perſtitionꝰs baneful Aid, or the magnetic Power of 
Spells and Drugs ro ſtem the Current of that return- 
ing Tide of Oppoſition, you are alarm*d again, may 
foy within my Fatter's Breaſt. 

Cra. I know thy Power, yer dread thy Toſs 3 Fear 


was twinnẽd with Hope; and each due proportions, ſpring 


or fade they lire or die together. 
| b Mar. 


« 0 & 
© AY; * „ * 


* 


ann Annees. 


ar. If they are Twins, their Birth was ſure unn: 
ura. Hope is the Growth of Summer Suns —— Fear 
a wintry Plant, and nouriſhed only by geclining Heat; 
I find 1 feel it ſo; wy Hope is equal to my Love; it 
. Jpurns at abject Fear, and feorns the baſe Alliance; 3 
gil not doubt ycur Love, but yet mutt blame your | 
Cr. If I have Fear, tis the Reſult of Love; bur 
Words are feceble proofs of Paſſion; le: me haſte to 
put it to the Trial- tol:ow the philolophy; chaſe 
| _ every Fear from out my Breaft with the enlivenin 
Hope of my Return, to bleſs me in thy Fuhful 
ums. | 3 
ar. Muſt you fo ſoon be gone? Alas! I blame your 
Fears; but now my own are riſing faſt, rumultuous 
_ Doubts alarm me fer your ſafety, rhe inclement Sea- 
ſon, and the length-of. Way, the inſeſted Roads, and 
Four impetuous Warmth of Oppotition.——All, all, 
crowd at once, and ſhake my Apprehtnſion.. g 
Cra. You bear, unmov d and reſolute, fil fantial 
Cauſe of Fear, and ſhrink: berieath the empty Forms | 
and Phantoms of it. Do not, my Love, perplex thy 
tender Soul with Doubts, whole Cauſes want Exi- | 
ſtence, would mine were lounded on no flighter Mo- 
—A! yu 3 
Mar. Come, I will ſhake this Nomans Weakneſs | 
. off; you cannot boaſt ſuperior -Zeve; nor will I yield 
the Claim in Courage; go, and rerurn ſwiift as Lxpecta- 
tion bids, and ardent Love inſtructs. 1 
Cyra. Thoſe Monitors, indeed, will preſs the tardy 
| Hours on, F 
Sire Wings to dull Delay, and ſpeed its Corſe. 
Een Law, that in its ſnail-like pace drags 
p „ | | __ Tedious 


In the returning TO of 
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Tedious on; in greedy Haſt ſhall fuck the rigen d | 
Claiters of rhe yellow Fruit, its Clien, 


Wick laborious Thriſt and Indaftry, © — 

Had meant his Winter's Store, and Nature's glad Re- 
pait. 

Fond Expectation, and deſring Love, 


Shall ev'ry ſlow Impedimenr remove. 
When bleſ and bleſſing, mutua 1 ſhall riſe, 
aria's Fyes. 
[ Exe. 


—- 


Cz 40 


Enter MARITA. | 


| MARIA, 


| hd Hough I have flender Faith in Dreams, thoſe 
I have had to Night, alarm me with unuſual 


| Terrors: They brought m 
my View; not in her living Form bur cloathe1, as 


ght my Mocher full into 


Painters and warm Imagination picture to our Fancy 


the angelic Peings: Yer Dread and apprehenſive Dau- 
ger ſat upon her Face, unlice the Calmneſs and Sere- 


nity Idea gives of thoſe celgſtia! Shapes: Softneſs and 


Awe were blended in her Voice, and broke in Accents 


of Command and tendereft Caution: She ſaid, beware, 


beware my Daughter; Danger imminent is hovering 
- oer thy Father ——— thee : And could Misfortune 


reach thoſe bleſt Abodes where the All-merciful Supreme 


has deign'd to place thy Mother, ſhe too would feel 
the dire Effects that are in thee alone t) ſcatter and 


diſperſe. Here agonizing Terror waked me; and in 


a few ſucceeding Minutes, ſoft : melodious Muſic ſooth'd 
my ſicken d Fancy with Harmony I never heard before. 


Sucha Perplexity, ſuch Contradiction of Events, ſup- | 
| T0 ports 
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"Tt while it explodes the enthuſiaſtic, ſuperſtitious 
F Nene my Cranmore has ſill endeavoured ro poſleſs 
me with: But from that little Senſe and Argument 
I'm Mifreſs of, have ſtill oppoſed, though now begin 
to hold in ſome Suſpence and Doubt; and I have heard 
it fail, or ſomewhere read, that to deliberare in Ex- 
ror, is to be loſt. 


Euter MARITA s Maid. 


aid. Madam, theſe Letters, with a Parcel. 
Mar. Thou haſt been ſtill my better Genius 
but now art double laden wich auſpicious Fortune 
bring'ſt me glad Tidings from my Love, and doſt diſ- 
pel the frighttul Phanroms of the Night with open- 
ing Day,. Diſpoſe that Parcel ſafely, then re- 
turn. Rh [eit Maid. 
Theſe Letters are of different Hands! they are not 
both from him. This is a female Scraw] , I do not 
know, if ſhe's a Lover, ſhe*ll ezcuſe the preference 
given to Love; nor tax my Curiofiry 'or Breeding, 
chat yield their Claim to more impatient Wiſhes. - 
[ Breaks open his Letter, reads. 


« My lovely dear Maria, 
I have, thank Heaven! eſcaped thiſe Dangers «cbich 
at our parting thy Tenderneſs and Love ſo warmly aps 
prehend for me; and this Morning arrived here It is 

get impoſſible to give my dear Maria any farther Detail 
f the hateful bu/eneſs that brcught me hither, than ſhe is 

already acquainted with ut am morally certain, a few: 
Days will put it in my Power, to ſend thee an Actourt 
will. taniſh all eur Apprehenſions; except tha, which, I 


C 3 confeſs, 


- 
Lu 
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confe/s; pet obſtinately remain with me, of your Father's 
flattuating Diſpoſition ; which, to correft and ſettle, J have 
ſem yew forme of thoſe Powders, whoſe @nalities bave ſo fre- 
gently occaſioned little Altercatious betwixt us; but Love 
as confrantly bas baniſhed -- And by that Lowe, I muft in- 
treat," let my Opinion, weakneſs, Folly, call it what thin © 
wilt, kt it prevail in the adminifiring them, which ill 
contriate every Deubt; and I am well aſſured, tui your 
Fatner beyond the Poſſibility of 'a Relapſe into his former 
Sentiments of Oppo/ition. | | 
It is not in Words, my dear Maria, to deſcribe with 
ba beavy Pace, what anxious Sollicitude, the Hours 
bave dramed their tedicus Journey ſince cur Seperation ; 
and been only ſupportable in the Heft enlive mig profpett the 
| Sranſport of our Meeting will afford. E 
di row paßt Nine ; and the envious Poſt obliges me to 
he friendly Pen, that thus affifis ms almoſt to con- 
verſe with my beloved Maria: But, as you have often ſaid, 
La is much too powerful for Reaſon; and JI forgot, 
winnen the Frienuſbip of the firſt, the laſt would prove 
mefetinal, at this Diffance, to convey the Sentiments vf 
4 Heart, whe real Exiſtence is in thy Boſom, and only 
breathes in that of | 


7 Caanmore.” 
Aud fall ſuch Truch, ſuch Tendernefs, meet Re: 
ilfe, in a Requeſt he preſſes for fo ardently, from 
Alle apprehenfive Conſequences? There is no Conſe- 
quence" imports me half fo much, as giving him a mo- 
mers arxious Pain. Ves, I will obey thee, though 
"Life were in the Hazard. U 8 


Enter 


2 w, - 
- * * * * 


P'S 

ik W732 9 Euter Mat. 

* Aid. Madam, your Father ordered me to let you 
5 Know, he is ſomewhat i diſpoſed, and would glad! 
„ ſee you in his Study, . 
4 Mar. III inſtantly attend him. [ Exit Maid. 


Indi pos d this will prove a fair Occaſion then to 
obey my C-a1mcre's warm Sollicitation And yet —— 
Ha! wheretore is this ſudden Check to my Re- 

folves ;——Now my laſt Night's fatal Dream renews 
irs Terrors! methinks, my Mother ſtands again in 
ſtern Denunciation, threatening ſome fatal, ſad Cata- 
itrophe! From whence ? from what? Ir cannot be 
that Craumore plays me falſe! periſh the Thought! I 
will no more indulge theſe mad Chimeras 0: tae Brain, 
Alas! involved in Thought, I have forgot this other 
Letter: I cannot give it reading now, but muſt artend 
my Father .* be | 

Be calm my Mind, nor let ſuſpicious Doubts re- 

train | 

A Deed, if I omit, will give my Cranmore Pain. 

| [ Exit 


SCENE Changes to another Apartment. 
Enter a Gentleman and Steward, meeting. 


Gen. Is my Friend, your worthy Maſter, Sir with: 
in? - RIES IEEE 
Stew. He is; bit from ſome Diſorder, eicher in 
Mind or Body, is retired, with a Deſire not to be di- 
ſturbed. 3 


* 
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Gen. I do not wonder if it be Diſturbance of the 
Mind: The ftrange Intatuation of his Daugkter's Paſ- 
fion, her Power in pie ailing upon him to kearkan to 4 
Marriage wich a Man, hem, he is wel! informed, 
has ſuch Engagements to another, which, I am told, 


will hardly be ditiolved : Tneſe cannot but create Re- 


flections in a thinking Man; that, doubtlels, muſt di- 


ſturb his Peace. 


Sew. I cannot fay from whence the Malady ariſes ; 
though, if ic be of Body, tis more than probable ic has 
derived irs Source from the Inquietudes of Mind you 
men:ton. And it has oicen, Sir, been Matter of Re- 
flection to me, as well as you that an Alliance, {o 
fraught with Difficulzy and Danger, ſhould have ſo 


long engroiled her Heart, or his Attention. 


Gen. For her Attachment, I can eadily account: 


I have known her from her Cnildnoot; which, almoſt 


in i:s Dawn towards a Cicacicy o: thinking, gave ealy 


- Proofs of ſomething more than female Reſolution. 


This, ſtrengthened by the Aid of Underſtanding ſupe- 
rior to her Sex, moſt unfortunately gives her a Turn 


of thinking, blendid wi.h Vanity, that rarely ſuffers 


her to quit the purpoſe 1h.e has once determined on, 
though Dangeis e er to imminent attend its Execution. 
Sew. You know her Diſpoſition well: but ſtill it 
muſt be owned, it, in ſome Inſtances, (as her Love, 
indeed) ſhe pieferves wich ſtrong, unal erable Reſo- 


lution; ſo in her ſteady, fixed Obedience to ber Fa- 
ther, ſhe has ſupported ever the ſame Equality of 


Mind. | We 
Gen. You julge with C:ndour and with Truth. 
PI take ſome fitter Opportunity to ſee my Friend for 
| adjuſting 


dently ſee fo much diſturbs my Health of Body and 


Iadulgenc:? 


Foe Farn Paknacipe 21 


ad uſting the Affi'r which brought me hither. —Pra 

i orm kim, I moſt fincerely wiſh him Health. © 

- Sew. I ſhall acquainr him, Sir. | 
Sen. Your Servant. 


-- New. Sir, your Servant. (Daum ſeverally; 
l a 3 « | 


; Etter Bland ford with an open Letter, and Maria. + | 


la. Why will you thus purſue 2 Paſſion you eri | 


of Mind? That muſt entirely prove the Bane of yours, 
not only of your preſent, but eternal Peace. Here I 


receive Accounts, that are widely oppoſite to thoſe he 


has impoſed upon us. Can you conſent to give your. 
pliched Faith to one, who muſt be Bankrupt in return; 


whoſe Country's Laws devote him to another s Arms? 
Can you ſubmit to ſtamp perpetual Marks of blaſting 


Infamy on your unſullied Fame, and meanly ſhare the 
Man to whom another pleads a prior Right? 
Mar. Pardon me, Sir, if in return to theſe unlocked. 
fo harſh Demands, I anſwer by requeſting, why has this 
Man now grown obnoxious to you, received your Coun- 
ten ince, Protection, the hoſpital Welcome of your 


Houſe? Why have you ſuffered the Progreſs- of this 


Paſſion, undi:turbed, to take its Courſe ?* Wherefore, in 
earlieſt Dawn, did you nor check its Growth? Which 
then, perhaps, hid coſt your Daughter little Pain to 


obey: But having long receiv'd the Sanction of a Father's | 
kind Indulgence, I fear, beneath the Warmth, her 
Love is grown tco powerful for Duty to ſubhdue. 


Bla. Are theſe Reproaches ſuitable Returns for ſuch 
1 | Maria | 


| 


| A * FAA PaRRAcror 

| + Aer. They are not, Sir, Reproaches, but ſuch Re- 
| , membrances, by which alone my former and my pre- 
ſent Conduct muſt { and condemned or juſtify d by you, 


myſelf, and all the World. 

M. If, from a too partial Fondneſs, in gratifying 
. evers Wiſh of yours, I weakly harkened to Conditions 

my Judgment Ince condemns, ſhall it Le imputed to me 

as wavering and unjuſt, when every Day new Lights are 

Fend to ſtrengthen and ſupport that Judgment? | 

r. It will, I fear, to me, be imputed as warering 

| and unjuſt (vere it in my Power) to diſcountenance the 
 Agdreſſes of a Man, who has received the Confirmation 

As Father's ſolemn Word, and the Injunction of a dying 

thers laſt Command. | 

le. When that Command wis given, ſhe, alas! was 

| Tarorent of thoſe Impediments which fince have riſen, 

| amply ro diſcharge you: frem Obedience to ſuch Com- 


' 
. 
— 


a With Submiſſon, Sir, every Impediment that 
den appears, had frown themſelves leng before that 
8 .piclancholy Period, and were as fully known to my dear 
S - Mother as yourſelf. 1 5 
Bi. If they were known, they were by no Means 
|. properly conſiderd by her or me: ard ſince her Ming 
|. Commands ſeem fo highly to have their Tofluence, me- 
thinks my Giving ones ſhould carry, too, their Weight, . 
Ven ſupported thus ty Reaſon, Juſtice, Truth and 
every Cixcumſrance a Father's Tenderneſs ſuggeſts, for 
the preſerving a beloved and an hither*> obedient Daugh- 
ter. Mar. Would I had ne'er receiv'd nconragement to 
 karbour that ſoft, delufive Paſſion, th-c, ſpite of all my 
| : TECC 


- 
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Reſdlution, ſtrugg les i in my Breaſt, and will, I fear: denn 
der me lets deſerving of thoſe tender Epithe 
Fondneſs > 


Bla. Still you thus upbraid a Father's 
making that the Source of an a watenthly P 
which muſt have taken Root, cer L could be ſalici 

to give the Encourggemert you thus infinuate has cauſed 
its fatal Growth and miichievous Maturity? 

Mar. Oh, Sir! I do not blame, but muſt lament; 4 
too indulgent Tenderneſs, I fear, will render all my 
future Hours a Series of irremediable Bicterneſs and 
Anguiſh. a 

Bla. And can you, Child, imagine che Poſſeſſion of 
the defir*'d Object could in che lealt Degree alle rate 
| Bitcerneſs and Anguith, hen conſcious of anocher's 
ſuperior Claim? And the Deceiver too, perhaps, eicher 
from Conſcience, or more probably a pall'd Imagination 
recurs. himſif ro that ſupertor Caim; Has Leve lomtally 
engroſſed your Heart, that Pride has letr.nof Balance 
tere? Have Education, and che Honour of your: Sex, 

loſt all cheir Power?! | 
Mir. No, Sir, thank Heaven! I have a Senſe as clear 
and undiſturbed, by the infinuating Lures of Vie as 
ſhould become your Daughter, or any of my Sex, whole 
Birth or Fortune might give them room ro chall 1 
ſuperior Rank in Principles of Truth and Virtue. 
can I in the leaſt conceive my Paſnon for Mr. Gratmors 
de viates from ſuch Rules, ſince I am afraid ĩt is. but too 
me lancholy a Truth, were all my Country womeg to te- 
jefteach Man who has been guilty of ſuch Ats of Gal- 


lantry, few of them woulTenrerin o the married Scare. 


Ba. That, T am perſwafled, is indeed too melancy!ly * 
2 Truth, hut ours, and the Country's Laws that gie 


. pn Birth _ wiHety in that Particul , and be is 
D 2 - bound 
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ounch by them; and whoe'er ſlould influence him in 
'- their Violation, inevitably partakes his Guilt. 
Mar. I mutt confeſs, Sir, that I don't perfectly com- 
prehend you. Suppoſe a Native of any arbatray Co- 
* "verninent abroad, reſident in England, thould join u ith 
vou in Oppoſition to Meafures you judg'd ryiannical, 
(ere we unhappy enough to labour under ſuch) could 
you in Reaſon, ſuppoſe yourſelf to have contracted 
Guilt in violating the Laws of hir Country in ſuch an Op- 
poſirion: Or could he himſelf be ſuppoſed to have in- 
* curred any Guilt in it, where ſuch Laws did not 
2 Bla. O! they are by no Means ſimilar Caſes. 
ar. Pardon me, Sir, Truth and Juſtice eternally 
ie fimilar; though the Iaſtances in which they are ex- 
Zerciſed often differ. * 2 | 
n And Truth and Juſtice I hope you will admit 
in all Countries, and Inſtances exact proper Obedier.ce 
em Children to their Parents; which I expect from 
Fou, in giving Craumere my Sentiments upon the F. &ts 
his Lerter here contains; and my abſolute Determi- 
nation henceforth never to liſten to the Man ko has 
__ © once deceived me in fo capital a point. Of this, I charge 
Fou, on vom Duty, tully imform bim. (xi: 
Mr. Severe: Injunction! yet I will punctually obey, 
- whatever be the Iorment I endure, in writing, ot be 
in : eading; Which, or I am deceived; will be mutual- 
px felt by bah. How unequal is the Lot afforded 
in the Diſpenſarions of human Life! ' How , diteQly 
Counter to e:ch-other do our Affections run! Tis hard, 
tte to the parent and the Lover ſhould. not concide, 
here our undiſguiſed Wiſhes lang uiſh to make each 
|. -reciprocally happy; but beware Maria, is not this 
= 2 „ „ cpa 4: faxing 
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taxing ſa Direction? I ſhould rather concluded. 
with Mr. Pope, that whatever is, is right. 9 
And therefore patiently ſubmit my Fate, 
To him who beſt can poiſe th* unequal Weight, 
Who views, diſpaſſionate, the Maze we tread, 
| And thro! inexplicable paths can lead 
| Up co the Regions 133 - vt $a 
The Thorns ſhould ſpread Darkneſs fill che 


Way. 5 ; Cas, 


* 


Enter Steward bah. 


Kew. Madam, my Maſter, this Inſtant, entering | 
: the Garden, was, on the ſudden, ſeiz d with an unu- | 
ſual pain, chat ſcarce afforded him the of calling 
for Aſſiſtance; the Servants with much Difficulty ſup- 
ported and led him to the parlour, where he remains 
almoſt inſenſible. 7 
Aar. Oh! my Fears! What have I done? (parth 


- aſide. 
Kew. Madam! | —© „ 
M.ar. I ſhall betray my Folly ! (af) Alas! I am 
- fearful ſome Things I urg'd perhaps too warmly to m 
Father in his Study, but a fe Minutes ſince, which 
© eaus'd his parting with me in Reſentment, may have | 
brought on chis violent Relapſe into the Illneſs,” he be- 
fore complain d but lightly of. 7 
Sew. No, Madam, that ſcarce can be the Cauſe; | 
1 met him coming down the Study-Stairs, and could | 
perceive no Marks of Agitation of any Kind, chat chen 
beſpoke the Approach of an Acrack thus violent. 
Mar. Let 4 phyſician inſtantly be ſent for; but 


wherefoce | 


*» UW © $5s WW - Fr CY 


TFyu'vw Y jb = Ga 


980 


1 r Rute. 
Hhersſore de 1 leiter here, when he is in Danger? Oh 


Cranmore , Cra more (Exit. 

Sew, Wherefore is that Name repeated with ſuch 
warm Emotion? it is becauſe the thinks the News of 
Blanford's Tineſs would prove a Circumſtance of Grief. 
She is deceived  Iratker think even his I eath 
would be conſidered in a diff rent Light; by this ſo- 
much admir d Lover, well knowing that Event would 
ire unbounded Sway to the Extravagance of paſſion, 
with which his Miſtreſs doats, and hitherto his been 
alone reſtrain'd by that Sc nſe of Dury ſhe has ever 
moſt inviolably paid her Father. And I much fear the 
"Diflolution of that Bond would loſen all Ip, pediments 
Wich her, of previous R chat now, 
mer ar ene 
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* 


- 


ne- does our w A/ Maſter? 
rv. Sir, in extreameſt Agony vhe ph i ician 
has declar'd, he thinks him e 4 1 07 

Few. Porfon'd by whom? earn > any, 
© "Srv. That is yer unknown But on Marka's 
bearing the Opinion, ſhe 7 leſt the Chamber, 
ran to ber own, and preſently returning, threw into 
the Fire of another Room, a Number, as they ſay, 
.of Letters, wich a Paper, containing , "Powders of a 
- whitiſh Colour, part of f which being recover d and 
exafnin'd are 8 iſon of the ſtron elt Kind. 
ew. Amazing! The calling on her Lover's Name 
Vith that Emotion I fear is ao, acctunred for: 15 che 


Phyſi ian now attending? ä 
4 | 


— * 


. 
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Serv. Yes, Sir. Ks x = 
| Sew. Come with, me, I have ſome Orders for your 
| W 5 Tus. 


Maria Euter with a Letter. 


Mar. Horror and Diſtraction! Where ſhall T hide 


me ? Whither fly? Oh! Had my impatient Love but 
ſuſſer'd me to read this Letter, previous to that from 
this ithmnan, faichleſs Wretch ! The Terrors chat Jute 
round me, had been then avoided! (looking vn the Le 
ter — here ſhe affirms, ia ive moſe ſolemn manner, ber 
marriage with this perjur'd ma", and ſigns his Name. 
| Wov'd 1 had never known ix. Oh! tis a Knowledge 

will for ever blaſt me with the abhorr'd, - deteſted 


Name of Murderefs! Parricide | Reaſon and Lite o- 


gether can ne'er ſupport it! One or both muſt take 


their Flight! I am excluded too my Father's Preſence, 


and ſhould I murmur? Oh no! 1 will exclude myſelf 
all human Eyes; but his would ſtab in every pointed 


Look. They ſhould, they ſhall do fo ; for T will ſup- 


plicate to fee him, and receive from thoſe reproaching, 
dying Eyes, the Stings that are not to be felt in corporeal 
Pain, rho? exercis'd wich more than Indian Savage Arts 
of Cruelty — ZÞ 11 Rs 

They would be ſofteſt pleaſure in the poiſe, -  _ 
_ Againſt a Father's. failing Eye and fling Voice, 
In Death pronouncing ' a Daughter's Hand. 
He feels the haughry Tyrant's ſtern Command 
Elſe might his lengthen d Hours have calmly run, 
The tranquil, hoary Race of eV ry promis d Sun. 
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| His Father” difcotired "on d Couch, Servant, Phyfi- 


© Bla. Where is my Daughter > Why does ſhe ab- 

| __ Phy. "Twas your Direction, Sir, ſhe ſhould not 

| - have Admittan eee. 

Bi. You miſconcei vd my Ord:rs——Cou'd you 
ſuppoſe I meant to exclude my Child her dying Father's 


| "Phy." Yes! When there is cauſe to fear that Child 
| + has prov'd the fatal Inſtrument of cutting ſhort that 
| moſt indulgent Fathers Life. © ©. on 
Bla: Wherefore will you thus imbitter the few ſhort 
"Hours my Fate allots—Alas! betray d by Love, ſe- 
duced by ſpecious Arguments, and won By fond Credu- 
*lity to liſten to the, Wiles, of him, whoſe® Honour, 
"Senſe and Truth the moft implieitly  believ'd, ſhe has 
deffroy'd a Life, I know the ever ardently has wiſtvd 
——_—.. '... 
Fray Heaven it prove ſo o 
Ba. Lcannot bear the Doubt Theſe hard Sugge- 
tions are far more bitter, give me ſeverer Anguiſh 
_ {than my approaching Fate; I. will not hear a Breath 
chat wpiſpers the remoteſt Tendency of Guilr in ber 
jet her be ſeat for- feel Life fleeting faſt away, and 
yer. it quits its Manſion, muſt take my Child ' withia 
"- theſe dying Arms ; give her my laft paternal Bleſſing; 
and ech her anxious Heart with ſoft Forgĩiveneſs 
= x orgivene's! chat implies a Guilt, and who that ** 


2 2 ; 
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the Courſe of her continu'd firm Obedience, her filial 
Fondneſs and Affection, can ſuggeſt they were the 

Masks of black Hypocriſy? e 


MARIA Enter, 


— Mar. (kneeling) My Father! Do you, in kind Tn. 
dulgence ro your Daughter's burſting Heart, and her 
tho ſharp Injunction 


repentant Tears, remit that juſt, 


that has ſo long excluded her your Sight? Can your re- 


lenting Mercy view me with the Eye of foft Forgiveneſs 


for my fatal Folly? Receive me to your Arms with 


kind, paternal Marks of your indulgent plty for chat 


hateful Weakneſs, that has, rhro* faichleſs, baſe, delu- 


five Wiles, deſtroyd the Fountain of your Life, and 
mine? Shou d you not rather blaſt me with your dying 


Breath? Curſe my devoted Head ? And blot this Parris 


cide for ever from your Heart? 
Bla. Beware! Left in this wild Extravagance of 
frantic Grief, tho. madly uttereſt what the Tongue of 
es by caſual Cireumſtance ſupported and concurring 
Teſtimony, muſt, in Defence of her impartial Sway 
pronounce, was thy impulſive power of unregarded 
uilt, YM | | ho 95 


” - 
- 


indeed, and poignant pains, too ſharp for Inn 


thus clouded in the Maze of Folly and perplex'd Ap- 


pearances, to bear - yet, if your lenient Voice ab- 
ſolve me, its preſſure and its pangs from other Tongues 
will loſe their Force, and I ſubmit with E 


— 
, 


= 


— F r e . e e — 


ar. Alas! my Father, Death is all my Wiſh, bur 
in that heavy Burthen of imputed Guilt, lie Thorns, 


ald die; tio 
— als 
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les deen can Fo to cy 1 World eren 
che poſhbility of a Crime like Parricide. 

Bla.. Live! Live! My Child ! but henceforth ſhun 
the enticing Wiles of Love's pernicious Lure. Banifh 
the Voice of Flattery from your Ears the Source of 
every Hl betalls 0 Sex: I am Faint ſupport me 
Let me, N yet my Strength will ſuffer me, pour 
forth my earneſt prayer for thy protection 0 thou 
Supreme! In Mercy ſoften all her  Anguith! Support 


Her Weakneſs, gainſt the Cries of Clamou ! Direct her 


Steps in Virtue's never-erring paths, and if when Na- 
ture calls her hence tis gi ven by thy diſpenſing gra- 
clogs power, to recollect the mortal Ties of Blood, 
and fond parent Feeling. Grant in thy Mercy we may 
meet and mutual ly enjoy thy bleſt abodes. Alas! I feel 
the icy, Hand of Heath thro all my Veins. I am ehill'd 
e animating Warmth that flow d around my Heart, 
apace its vital Heat Oh! I have yet a thouſ- 
- and tender Things, my Child; but they are loſt in miſ- 
| 47 Darkneſs . Blef Bleis * Heaven ! Fare- 
Mel! Ofarewel | my dear Maria: (Dies. 
Was that. the Father's. Voice, that fell a Sacrifice 
Fo his pernicious Daughter's baneful Love? 
= Do, Mercy and Forgiveneſs wound the Heart, 
That in profuſion thus they meant to hea] ? 
es | eviry Bleſſing meant for me is mix d, 
With ſuch Allay of Curſes in che Scale 
Ol Fate, they poiſon where they ſhould preſerre 
- Poiſon ?— iſh th? ſubtile Drug for ever | 


= 8 From the World! And with ii too the baſe Betrayer 


{4 Of my e eee eee 
Tis creculous Guilt that Idiots ſcarce cou d * 


jen „ Lent . 
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Stand excus'd to plead in their Defence. 
Childhood of Dotage wou'd deſpiſe che Charge! 
Nature, in a malicious Mood, beftow'd © 
On me the Gift of Years Experience, 
And the Pride of other Wemen to prove 
My peculiar proper Puniſhment. 
Had ſhe in pity formd me weak; unknown 
To Reaſon's apple fair Inftru&ion, . 


The World might then, perhaps, have pitiod 5 
What, in Juſtice, now their utmoſt Candor 


Will explode deteſt lat I deteſt. 
Oh then! What Fully cannot drown, let Madneſs 1 
Hide! hide from my{:li——hide that loy'd Object, 
| (turning to the Body. 
From Mem'ry's Seat diveſt me of all Thought! 

That in Oblivion's dark and wiſh'd Abode, | 

I there may fink unconſcious of the Load; 2 
Never to view, by ſad Reflection's Ray, | 

The fearful Horrors of this fatal Day. (Exit. 

Phy. Follow ſome, and fee ſhe is ſecur'd; there are 

ſach ſtrong concurring Cixeumſtances, almoſt amount- 

ing even to Facts pin d to Deelarations ſhe herſelf un- 
guardedly has made, with the intercepting of her Let- 

ter, from her Lover, that the World, with Juſtice, 
might arraign thoſe as Acceſſaries, who, during this 
miſerable Tranſaction, have paid Attendance on this 
unhappy Gentleman, —ſhould ſhe be ſuſfered to eſcape, 
which, I think, is highly probable, will be attempted. 

. 3 (Exennt Servants. 
| Stew. It has, indeed, a black and moſt ſuſpicious Af 
pect, and requires the cloſeſt Inquiſition. He 
Pp. That ſhall be forth with made before a Magi- 
ſtrate upon the joint TOY of you, the Apotheca- 


= ry 
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ry, myſelf, 


publick Voice ſhe is ac 


Nere better 
Fox this abhorrent, this atrocious Deed ; 

And for Example's Sake, a Victim bend, 
To this moſt juſt, moſt ſalutary End, 


and all the Servants—if, by her Country's 
acquirted—tis well I ſhall not take 
me to prejudge her - of this I am ſure; | 
ſuſpected Innocence ſhould bleed, 


That cover'd Guilt might never hope by Fraud, 


T*oſcape ch avenging Arm of Man or God. 


4 
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SCENE, the outſide of a Prin. 


Enter GooDMAN and a GENTLEMAN. 


- 2 Ga; 

Goon Morning „ Sir; you are affiduous to the laſ 
in your bumane Aſſiſtance and pious Conſolation 

to this 9 unhappy: Woman. | 
To open and ingenuous Minds, the ſympathiſing 
Heart, as it receives no Joy ſuperior to that of gi | 
ir ; ſo in Afflictions heavy Task, partaking of the Bur- 
then, it kindly leſſens, rho? it cannot cure. 
Godm. You give me Merit, Sir, I fear I have but 
flight Pretenſions to: For to be juſt and honeſt with | 
yo. I muſt acknowledge, a Senſe of Dury has enforce } 
ed hat ſickening. Nature would evade. I have, in- 
deed, a Heart ſuſceptible of Sympathy; but as the | 
| oppolite Paſſion is oft roo ftrong 22 virulent, mine is 
ſo open to the ſoßt, impreſſive Mould, it weakens where | 
it meant Support, and frequently bas ſunk me blow | 
o 
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below the anhappy Object of my —" This I have. 
too ſenfibly experienced in my Vilits to the unfortunate 


Maria ; Het Fergtude i in general having ſuperior Force 


to Hane. 

Gen. I 3 before indeed been told, her Conduct, 
during the whole Time of her Confinement, has been 
| Ready, uniform; and conſtant; not low in her Dejecti- 
on, nor too elated in ſu reſſing it; but duly has 
| maintained the Medium of Ein d. patient Reſigna- 
tion, and ſtill perſiſting in her Innocence. 
 Goog. You have been well informed: In the laſt- 

mentioned ppiats J have repeatedly eadca vayred to 
72 the Receſſes of her inmoſt Thinking, and draw, 
| ſible, Confeſſion forth: Bur ſhe, unaltered ſtill in 
— or Conduct, famly adhering to her 
| poſe, has, in the moſt ſolemn, awful Manner, diſa- 
vowed any the moſt diſtant Thought of injuring even 


her Father 8 Health, much leſs his Life. ren * 
„ , Tis ſtrange! has ſhe. a dus and and propex Fools 
ing of Religious awful Truths? b 


Dia. Moſt perfectly: T hate felgen For 
| ber Sex o — ug vers d in holy Writ, wi N 
exalred;- full, and clear Ideas of che Pixinity, 
Sir, I muſt intreat your Pardon chis is che | 
requeſied” I,woutd pay my. laſt Attendarice on ber 
Ah her. in this fatal Period, and receive her lateſt 
dying Deglaration. 2; 
wth its being Pablick——Ars you inclined £0 
of U? 0. he net 
© Git Trac pop gen. N * 


ite Fair Parricitl. | _ 
Py” "Set EN 4 Priſon. ſr” Ot | 
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" 


Maria Med at a Table reading. 


Mar What Nlerit da thele few ſhort Pages bold 
What Conſolation have they render d here! 

By them ſuſtain d, this Viſitation ſeerns leſs h 

The anxious Fears my. Woman's Weakneſs ban 
Ae diſſipated all. 5 Death's Approach, 

In leſſening Terrors, opens to my Vie, 
A Proſpect more ſerene and calm. Reaſon, 5 ae 
Returning. to her Seat, which moſt I e 

And mad R now inſtru tts 


By ſoft religious meliorating 
115 Heaven in 150 5 our Streng goth, 
Sends forth its 24 Puniſhments —_ 8 
Rend'ring our Lot apparently ſevere. e. 
Nor will unveil the ſecret Pur 0 8 of its Wiſdow, 
Till ir infuſe, by Death, a pu bel Mateo: 
More enlarge Ideas, and ample 1 
Of Thought than is allow'd- Na moral F rame. 


luer 4 Servant. ga 


= 
— 
. 
— 4 


— 2 Bile, 


- 1 Bee cally himſelf Selur, |; 


begs. Admittance. 
Mar. He comes, at my Requeſt—Pray admit him. 
0 The Servant goes out, and returns with ee, 
den Exit) _ | 
"This; Sir, approves the Friendſhip you have. ever | 
vow'd—the Wretched rarely hold that Band unbroke | 
the Houſe of Miſery is dann d by all the relentleſs | 
Heart | | 


't 
p 
' 
| 
| 
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|; | 6 pathiſing icy, ſhun the Appr oach=-bur Your 7. na 


ve Friendſhip moves above thoſe weak Reſtraints of 


Nature. e 
. Gooam. Compaſſion, without Friendſhip, is an airy 
Shadow, the Phantom of the Mind. I do not come, 


i to weep your Fate, but in Humanity ſuftain 
eart beneath the Preſſure of that Weight, with 


your 4 . * 
which this awful Hour muſt bend it, 


Mar. That, Sir, the nervous Principles, both divine 


and humane, your kind pathetic ¶etter ſo abounds with 


the conciliating Authors it recommends ro my Peruſal, 
have, thank Heaven! well nigh accompliſhed. But, 
give me Leave to add, the Noubrs you there ſo earneſt- 


ly requeſt me to deliberate on, require no part of my 


Attention; becauſe my Will, nor even the remoteſt 
Thought, have once contributed to give thoſe Poubts an 
Entrance to my Heart. r ht þ | 

' Geodm. The Heart, too frequently, is apt to ſhut the 


| Avenues that lead to irs Inquietude. 


Mar. The Avenues that lead to Truth and Innocence 
are ever open and unguarded. Oh! were my Heart as 


- white and pure from every other Ill, as the Intentional 
Murder of my much-lov'd Father, Death had long. ſince 


loſt its Terrors: Vour interpoſing; friendly Care to 


ſoſten them, had prov'd. as needleſs then, as now ttis 


meritorious and effectual. Can it be, you ſhould con- 
ceive TI Judge fo lighly of Hypocriſy? Hypocriſy in 


Death with Friends! myſelf! the World! and awful 


Heaven! before whoſe great Tribunal a few ſhort Me- 


ments bring me; for, or Iam deceived, the ap- 
pointed Time is near approached. N 


CGoodm. 
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S. Tis almoſt Eight. 1 
Mar. Wty then the Period is at Hand, which, 


recrabting, proves too late—of that, be well aſſured, 1 


— 


am convinced : ] ſtand upon the narrow Brink of Time; 


the Space is ſhorr, that muſt determine Truth from 

Falthood; | wy g | | 
Gocdin. Ves! Deach is rhe Point, che fearful, rh? 

alarming Point | | 

To Guilr, 't ixt mortal and immortal 

The airy thin, but yet impredicus Bound, 

S-parating Life from wide Eternity: 


Falling the Cynic's Pride, the Midnight ſtudious Toil 


Lven Time's 4/-ea-chable revealing Glaſs, 
Affords no viv no iniHefina! Ray, 

To piece th? impen2trable Film, rhe Cobweb- Curtain, 
Ta, in the ſune identic Act, is drawn and-clos'd ; 
Veilling the future from the preſent State; 

And in the future, ſtill enveloping the paf. 

, Moſt juſtly weigh'd ! nor think I have been 
aDIERnTC.-..... F 
In ſearching ev'ry Thought, from which my Soul 
Muſt ao be purg'd, or be:zceforth ever ſtain d 
In black 7 89 in agonizing Pain; 

In ev ry added Horror that attends 

Th' aggravated Guilt, cover d with Falſhood, 
 Godm. It were a Blot to ev'ry Chriſtian Virtue, 
Longer to doubt but Senſe, ſuch Fortitude , 
Could hide benearh deliberate Falſhood 

And the fatal Stains of dying Perjury. 

Madam, of the 7t2#:407a! Murder, 

In y Breaſt, you amply are acquirted. 

But ſhould conceive it — too, 


248. 
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bor your own. fn Peace and Character, 

reduce th*Clamour of th complaining World: 

This folemn Declaration 5 | 
Should, by a pablick and mere open means. 

made, leſt my Authority be ſcann CQ. 

a.. The friendly Caution correſponds Wich e e 17 

Othet Ac Humanity and pious zeal 

 Conjoin'd, fo largely you have turniſh'd forth, 

In your beneficent Aſſiſtance, to lead me 

+ Through the arduous Task of my appr oaching Death, 

In this Advice, my Reſolntion, Sir, 

Is happily: confirmed I had, before, 2 

Determin d this Declaration ſliou · d be public: 

And ſee, the Occaſion js at hand: 


"ON Keeps of the Pri 


Kee Madam, the Sheriff orders me to tell you, be 
attends below. bp 


Mar. Will you, from me, intrear his Preſence here, 


and thoſe abour him ; with every other Perſon the * 


partment will contain. 


Keep. Madam, L ſhall. 


| 1 Support me Heavy” n! nor ler my lar now fink 


Beneath the M eakneſs of my Sex! I feel, 1 fel 
The inſpirit g Force of th He Aid: 
Renew my — and 

Heart. — 


panning. flow Out my 1 


QalW 9” KA of Wo A mw 
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Your Gondnefs, Sir, will pardon. the preſuring Ids 
berry I took to intreat your Preſence here; I have, bes 
fore I leave the World, a ſhort Remonſtrance to make, 
which I intrear you, Sir, and all here preſent, to bear me 
Witneſs to. e nr WT tat 

Sher. Madam, I moſt ſincere ly with my Power was 
tax d, to render you my Ser vice, in any Cauſe, not ig 
affecting as the pieſent. r AT Pa ary 

Mar. You are, as you have ever been, obligingly 

humane. But to my PurpoſGꝙGG. n 
The Charge that has incurred this fatal Sentance on 
me, is ſo black, ſo heinous a Complexion, that Nougat 
can meaſure the Propertion of its real WE: in any 
juſt Degree, but the Sp, of fo abhorr d a Crime, 
which preſſes me with more ſubſtantial Anguiſh, thay” 
does the ignominous Fate I ſoon ſhall meer. There- 
fore, in Right and Juſtice to my future Fame, if you . 
have Pity for the injur'd Innccent, let me, with earneſi 
Prayer, intreat you all, liſten all, Liſten atrentively to 
this my laſt, moſt ſolemn, qhing Declaration— 

Here, in the Face Man, of God, 'whoſe Eye © © 
Searches the im Windings of the Heart; 59a 
Who will not, cannot, be deceiv'd by Fraud, 

By artful Coverings, varniſh'd o'er with Guile: 25 
Here, in his Preſence, to whoſe tremendous Throne 
I now am journeying to a car Approach, | 


thus pronounce my perfect Innocence, . 
Tir utter Deteſtation of a conſenting Will,. 
To my much honour d, much lamenesd Fathers Death. | 
To credulous Fly is my own Guilt; 2 
ee F 2 9 My 
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My credulous Folly is my own Guilt: 
AGuilt, that no Aronemenr can ſuffice. 
Not chis, my- equitable Fate allots. © 
Theſe are, I am told, unkindly Rumours fpread, 
. Thar, by my Hand, a moſt endearing Mother fell; 
Aud with her too, a Friend I much eſteem'd and loved. 
To the fame Power I thus appeal, mag + 
And make Profeſſion of my Innocence. ? os 
Next, I intreat, in ſoft Humanity, 
You make it known, I die in perfect Peace 
Wich all che World. Fully acquit my Judges ; 
With Graticude refle& upon their Clemency, 
And thank their open and ingenuous Conduct. | 
My Heart, enlarg d and free with mild Compoſure, 
Now can meet my Fate in calm Serenity; N 
Look forward to * bliſsful Sears above, 
Where all is tranquil Peace, harmonous Love: 
Where fatal Error, wilful or unkno vv, 

Is judg'd impartial, at the Almighty Throne. 
And, Oh! may that, ſo juſtly puniſh'd here, 
Of which my Hands are guilty, but my Heart is elear, 
In Mercy ſtand the expiating Plea, 7 
And waſh my Soul, from N white and fre. 


(Is lid off to Execution 
Manent two Gentlemen.” 


I Pe. Gen. IS it in Watkine's Strength, when ſtanding 
on the Verge of dread Eternity, thus to mock the dire 
Alarm, and pla the Hypocrite with Heaven's tremen- 


dous Wrath? Surely no. 
= OT > 44. Gen. 
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24 Gen. I would not chuſe to judge wichzRigour, 
nor ſuffer my Humanity ro/ captivate my Reaſon, bur, 
I confeſs, they are at Varience here. Hope of Life, 


from thus perſiſting to the laſt in Innocence, cannot; b 
her Motive: And yet ſhe might, perhaps, conceive tha 


Sheriff had ſome private Power given him, if, at the 
Inſtant of approaching Death, ſhe ſtill continued firm fn 
ſuch profeſſions, to ſtiy, at leaſt the Execution, till 
choſe in fuller Power ſhould be made acquainted with 
it; and then the Means to farther Mercy, the, poſſibly 
might think, wou'd not be rendered diificult. 

1/ Gen. Dangerous Expedient? to barter thus with 
Heaven, eternal Puniſhment, for a precarious, tem 
rary Lite. | ol 

24 Gen. Pardon me, Sir, I do nor venture to pro- 
nounce it more than a Suggeſtion ; but ſuch a one as, I 


_ confeſs, the Facts upon her Trial, and ſome unguarded' 


Words fallen heretofore from her, ſeem, with ſome De- 
gree of Truth, to warrant. ' And yet Freadily acknow- 
hedge, chere appeared ſuch equal Conſtancy, ſuch 
Strength of Mind, ſuch Reſignation to the Will of 
Heaven, that ſeem beyond the Power of Art and cold 
Hypocriſy. be” THIS | 
 1#-Gea. If it were Hypocriſy, it ſo reſembles Truth 
that the Deciſion is not, Pm ſure, in Man, but Hea- 
ven alone to arbirrate. 

24 Gen. And ſhould it ftand againſt her,' Mercy 
wou'd change Complexion, turn to reddeft Wrath, 
and, for a While, reſign her Seat aboye,. 


: 


— 


I, G. 


„ Ti e 


1. Gen. Twere, * moſt Te, fince there 
is left no Medium * the Judgment not to incline to 
that, which prompts Severity and harſh Conftruftion : — 
IF'nocear, her preſent Fate is Merey. s 


1 W let ſoft compaſſion * che Veil, 
of kind Oblivion 0 er the dreadful ** | 
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O you, dread Judges of the Pit, Pm come, 
75 To know our baſhful Poets final Doom 
Yonder he lands, in a moſt piteous Caſe, 
Nreading to hear what Sentence you ſhall paſs: 
Hie hops, however, you'll efpouſe his Cauſe. : 
And crown bis wellmneant. Laluurs with Applauſe. 
His Tale is ſad, bis, Scenes are moving too, 
Perhaps you'll /ay; — Wh them there's nothing new. 
Fach Scene, before” tis drawne, is too well know, 
And Language without Shew wwill ut er go down. 
There's nct one Battle fought upow the Stage; 
No Dreſs, no Pomp to pleaſe the giddy Age. 
We cwn the Change: V for Inflruttion trot: 


Ay ſuch Fxamples Children ſhould be taug 


_ -- 
No Scenes before their Eyes fbould cer be plac d; 
But thoſe, where Virtue's crotun d, and Tice diſgrac'd. 


- 


Er 


